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July 2016 Newsletter 
 

Nottingham YAC 
https://www.facebook.com/NottinghamYAC 

www.twitter.com/NottsYAC 

 

Welcome to the July issue of the Nottingham Young 

Archaeologists’ Club newsletter! 

The aim of YAC is to encourage young people aged between 

8-16 living in Nottingham to get hands on experience in local 

history and heritage.  

We will use the University of Nottingham Museum as our base 

but we will regularly visit archaeological excavations and 

heritage providers in Nottinghamshire.  

If you would like to get involved as a volunteer, please email 

sarah.morriss@nottingham.ac.uk for an application pack 

including information about DBS checks. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

July 16 

‘We Dig the Castle’ with 

Trent and Peak Archaeology 

at Nottingham Castle 

 

September 17 

What do Archaeologists do: 

Surveying at Keighton Hill, 

University of Nottingham 

campus 

 

October 16 

Galleries of Justice activities 

 
  

Young Archaeologists 

in the media 

We are very pleased that 

there has been such a 

fantastic response to our 

launch. The press coverage 

we received was amazing! 

We had a page spread in 

the Nottingham Post, Ellie 

was on the BBC Radio 

Nottingham Breakfast Show 

on the morning of the launch 

and Laura was interviewed 

on NottsTV. 

We also had a feature in 

Current Archaeology 

magazine in addition to the 

Council of British 

Archaeology newsletter. 

 

 

mailto:sarah.morriss@nottingham.ac.uk
http://www.nottinghampost.com/youngsters-step-time-machine-launch-new/story-28590483-detail/story.html


   

  Page 2 of 4 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our year 

so far… 

February 2016: We investigated what 

archaeology is and what archaeologists do by 

examining artefacts from the Museum collection. 

March 2016: The Romans 

were the theme of the 

session. Activities included 

toga making, mosaic 

designing, three course 

dinner menu planning and 

eating a banquet in our 

pop-up Triclinium! 

Delights included goats 

cheese, figs, olives, 

anchovies, honey and 

homemade Roman bread. 

January 2016: Nottingham 

Young Archaeologists’ Club 

was officially launched with a 

taster session held at the 

University of Nottingham 

Museum. Highlights included 

making Neolithic-style clay balls 

and pots and dressing up in 

replica costumes provided by 

re-enactment group English 

Combat in Dunkirk. 

https://www.facebook.com/English-Combat-in-Dunkirk-162392637229069/
https://www.facebook.com/English-Combat-in-Dunkirk-162392637229069/
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April 2016: Helen and Laura 

attended the YAC Leaders’ 

Weekend in Wakefield to find 

out more about ancient foods 

and how to support members 

with SEN. They even made 

their own herb butter! Back in 

the University Museum we 

learnt about the Anglo 

Saxons. 

May 2016: Our Young Archaeologists’ had their 

first opportunity to visit to a dig! We took part in 

the ‘Our City, Our River’ community excavation in 

Derby where we explored the remains of the 

Roman Ryknield Street which ran from Chester to 

Derby 

June 2016: Our second 

site visit to Southwell 

where we searched for 

remnants of medieval 

buildings facing onto 

The Burgage. 

July 2016: We will be at the 

‘We Dig the Castle’ excavation 

at Nottingham Castle on 

Saturday 16th! 
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Meet the Leaders! 

Ellie Ball, Creative Learning Officer, University of Nottingham 

Museum 

Ellie’s role at the Museum is to develop workshops, activities and 

events for schools with a range of facilitated interactive sessions 

focusing on Prehistory, the Romans, the Anglo-Saxons, as well as 

classroom-based Travelling Exhibitions (including the Museum in a 

Trunk: Everyday life in Roman Margidunum) and outdoor local 

history activities.  

 

Laura Binns, Community Archaeologist, Trent and Peak 

Archaeology 

Laura is a Project Supervisor who has worked for Trent & Peak 

since 2010. Laura graduated from the University of Sheffield in 

2009, but has found herself in some strange places, including the 

most famous of stone circles and the largest network of 

sandstone caves in the country. She has an MA in Community 

Archaeology and loves to teach children about the history under 

their feet. 

 

Bev Baker, Senior Curator and Archivist, Galleries of Justice 

Museum 

Bev holds a degree in Information and Library Studies and is 

Curator of the Galleries of Justice museum collection in addition 

to also creating their unique exhibitions. She is Chair of the 

Nottinghamshire Heritage Forum and the Crime and Punishment 

Collections Network and is currently undertaking a PhD with 

Nottingham Trent University. 

 

Helen Bowen, “The Lapsed Archaeologist” blogger 

Helen is an archaeological blogger and enthusiast who has a 

degree in Archaeology from the University of Exeter and wants to 

help children to become more aware of their historical 

environment. Her social media pages help to promote various 

projects happening in the local area, and present the latest 

stories and pictures from numerous sites around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 


